THE JEWISH JESUS

Revelation, Reflection, Reclamation
Zev Garber (Ed.)
There is a general understanding within religious and academic circles that the
incarnate Christ of Christian belief lived and died a faithful Jew. This volume
addresses Jesus in the context of Judaism. By emphasizing his Jewishness, the
authors challenge today’s Jews to reclaim the Nazarene as a proto-rebel rabbi
and invite Christians to discover or rediscover the Church’s Jewish heritage. The
essays in this volume cover historical, literary, liturgical, philosophical, religious,
theological, and contemporary issues related to the Jewish Jesus. Several of
them were originally presented at a three-day symposium on “Jesus in the
Context of Judaism and the Challenge to the Church,” hosted by the Samuel
Rosenthal Center for Judaic Studies at Case Western Reserve University in 2009.
In the context of pluralism, in the temper of growing interreligious dialogue, and
in the spirit of reconciliation, encountering Jesus as living history for Christians
and Jews is both necessary and proper. This book will be of particular interest
to scholars of the New Testament and Early Church who are seeking new ways
of understanding Jesus in his religious and cultural milieu, as well Jewish and
Christian theologians and thinkers who are concerned with contemporary
Jewish and Christian relationships.

BOOK REVIEWS
“This collection so ably inspired and put together by Zev Garber is an immensely
important collection of essays on a very interesting topic.”
—Norman Simms, Mentalities
“This volume is important because it pushes in quite a fresh direction. It is, more
than that, both honest as dialogue requires and large-spirited in a way that
makes new engagement possible. Garber and his collaborators have rendered
an important service to us. The ditch has not been crossed, and perhaps it
cannot be. ‘Perhaps,’ because we do not know. But for now it is important to
remember that Lessing, as he probed the ditch amid deep religious conflict,
urged engagement in large-spirited interpretation that made much room for
the other. That is not easy among us, given the long-term wounding enacted
by Christians against Jews. This volume, however, suggests that a way ahead is
possible. Whether the Messiah will ‘come’ or ‘come again,’ we may commonly live
in that hope.”
—Walter Brueggemann, Review of Biblical Literature
“While the collection is composed in part of papers presented at a 2009
symposium, the word ‘reclamation’ is a tip-off that the editor’s interest in the
subject is not merely academic. The church’s task, as represented in this volume,
is to foster a more positive and respectful relationship with those who, according
to the book’s dedication, ‘practice the faith of Jesus.’ For Jews, acknowledgment
of Jesus’ Jewishness opens the door to a deeper and more constructive
relationship with those who, in turn, ‘believe by faith in Jesus.’ In short, reflection
on the Jewishness of Jesus promises to serve as the basis for enhanced JewishChristian dialogue.”
—Eve Levavi Feinstein, Jewish Ideas Daily
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“This excellent collection addresses what it means—both historically and theologically—to take seriously the Jewishness of Jesus. The
essays exhibit the continuing vitality of scholarship growing out of Jewish-Christian dialogue. Summing Up: Recommended. Lower-level
undergraduates through researchers/faculty.”
—S. Gowler, Choice
“I found all [essays] to be fascinating and provocative, presenting new ways to look at old questions. A notable feature is the two to four
discussion questions at the end of each chapter . . . most are thought-provoking springboards for deeper reflection and group discussion. I can
imagine this book being used in synagogues, churches, and interfaith groups as a way to initiate discussion of difficult topics. This book is a
valuable addition to the growing literature in the fields of Jewish-Christian relations; it provides much food for thought for Jew and Christian
alike.”
—Marilyn C. Kinkaid, Hebrew Studies
“Situating Jesus in sundry Jewish milieux, this volume offers a thematically, historically, and methodologically rich palette that will prove useful
for students and scholars of scripture, ancient Judaism and Christianity, the Jewish-Christian relationship throughout history, and contemporary
interreligious dialogue. Garber’s specific aim is to promote the current scriptural dialogue between Jews and Christians by (1) encouraging
Christians to proclaim their faith in Jesus without having recourse to the long tradition of anti-Judaism, and (2) encouraging Jews to become
more aware of and sensitive to the faith claims of Christianity that grow out of Judaism in various ways.”
—Franklin T. Harkins, Journal of Ecumenical Studies
“There is no way to encompass the riches of this volume in a brief review. The appearance of these essays, with whom many will find constructive
engagement, is a welcome gift to a field of scholarship replete with recent gifts. Add it to your ‘Jesus and Judaism’ library.”
—Peter Zaas, Studies in Christian-Jewish Relations
“The Jewish Jesus is an outstanding collection of 19 essays: each deals with the Jewish nature of Jesus in the context of history and
theology. . . Overall, this is a testament to the vitality of a continuing Jewish-Christian dialogue as well as a subject for study by Christian Bible
scholars and those interested in early Church history.”
—Sanford R. Silverburg, Association of Jewish Libraries Reviews
“Zev Garber, distinguished scholar of Judaica and editor of The Jewish Jesus, dedicates this volume to its ‘courageous and devoted’ contributors:
‘Jews, who practice the faith of Jesus, and Christians, who believe by faith in Jesus. By the authority of Torah and Testament, they merge as one in
proclaiming the Jewish Jesus and restoring his pivotal role in the history of Second Temple Judaism and beyond.’
This dedication helps us understand the primary aim of this volume, which is to show that Jesus was firmly rooted in his Jewish religious identity,
that, as Garber claims, ‘he lived and died as a faithful Jew.’ This is a view shared not only by the nineteen contributors to this book who are at the
forefront of Jewish-Christian relations, but also by a growing number of religious authorities and scholars.
For nearly two thousand years, views about Jesus have often caused conflict between Jews and Christians. Today, however, thanks to the efforts
of interfaith pioneers like Yossi Klein Halevi and Zev Garber, there are views about Jesus that are fostering harmony and love rather than conflict.
I am hopeful that the enlightening views found in The Jewish Jesus will advance Jewish-Christian friendship.”
—Harold Kasimow, Shofar
“In the introduction the editor Zev Garber writes: ‘It is not the role of the synagogue to judge whether Jesus the Jew metamorphosed into Christ
of faith or that Jesus and the Christ are one and the same individual. Rather, Jews must do their homework and cleanse the people Israel of any
conceived or perceived anti-Christian bias . . . Indeed, Christianity is a legitimate dialogue partner in tikkun olam, endowing the world in peace,
understanding and unity.’ . . . Nowadays, at the time of late modernity, no religion, including even worldwide ones, can limit itself to its own
theodicy, but it has to take into account a perspective of others, and in that sense religion has to become cosmopolitan. If a religion perceived in
such a way is not accepted, every existing form of religious life will be threatened by fundamentalism. It concerns both Judaism and Christianity.
Therefore, the methodological approaches of the authors of The Jewish Jesus are important.”
—Stanislaw Obirek, Kwartalnik Historii Żydów [Jewish History Quarterly]
“Zev Garber, one of the leading scholars of Jewish Studies in California, is known to be an intellectual who seeks to make an impact with his
scholarship on contemporary, and broadly speaking, political discourses. His earlier book The Passion of the Christ . . . is an excellent example of
making such an impact, His recent volume is no less relevant . . . What Garber seeks to research is the historical Jesus. None of the contributors
of the three-part volume embraces an apologetic tone. Rather, they seek to create a foundation for tikkun olam—for the repair of the world. Yet,
they also seek to avoid a blurring of the boundaries between Judaism and Christianity.’’
—Klaus Hödl, Transversal (Austria)
“Among the strengths of the volume are its irenic spirit and searching approach. Difficult topics, such as Jewish mockery of Jesus and links
between Christian anti-Judaism and the Shoah, are handled frankly, a sign of mature interreligious relations. There are many insights, and some
essays make valuable contributions.”
—Adam Gregerman, Catholic Biblical Quarterly

“[The Jewish Jesus] challenges Jews and Christians, in editor Zev Garber’s terms, to speculate on what the claim that the ‘Christ of Christian belief
lived and died a faithful Jew’ might mean. Reinforcing the challenge, each essay includes discussion questions appropriate for the classroom and
Jewish-Christian dialogues. Overall, Garber has produced an often instructive, frequently inspirational volume.”
—Amy-Jill Levine, H-Judaic, H-Net Reviews
“The articles are refreshing in their pursuit of objectivity and in opposing old myths and prejudices. One hopes that Jews and Christians,
particularly rabbis, priests, and ministers, will read and learn from the articles.”
—Abraham Hoffman, The American Rabbi

OTHER BOOKS FROM SHOFAR SUPPLEMENTS IN JEWISH STUDIES
Shofar Supplements in Jewish Studies is a book series linked to Shofar: A Quarterly Journal of Jewish Studies. Volumes range widely, appropriately for
a multidisciplinary field such as Jewish studies, but they tend to focus more on Jewish literature, culture, and history in the modern period and
recent past. The series accepts both single author and edited manuscripts, written for audience levels ranging from advanced undergraduate
to post-graduate. Volumes designed for undergraduate audiences are marked out by the addition of useful pedagogical apparatus, such as
discussion questions at the end of chapters, and authors are encouraged to supply these along with their manuscripts. The series is well-known
for speed of production and the fact that books are circulated in electronic as well as print form, both through the Project Muse / UPCC collection
and through online retailers. Authors interested in submitting a manuscript should contact the series editor, Prof. Zev Garber of Los Angeles
Valley College (zevgarber@juno.com).

Visualizing Jewish Narrative:
Essays on Jewish Comics and
Graphic Novels
Derek Parker Royal (Ed.)
Pb, 978-1-55753-656-3• $39.95
E-book available, $19.99

Edith Bruck in the Mirror: Fictional
Transitions and Cinematic
Narratives
Philip Balma
Pb, 978-1-55753-687-7 • $39.95
E-book available, $19.99

Zionist Architecture and Town
Planning: The Building of Tel Aviv
(1919 - 1929)
Nathan Harpaz
Pb, 978-1-55753-673-0 • $39.95
E-book available, $19.99

Unfinalized Moments: Essays
in the Development of
Contemporary Jewish American
Narrative
Derek Parker Royal (Ed.)
Pb, 978-1-55753-584-9 • $45.00
E-book available, $22.99

Never Look Back: The Jewish
Refugee Children in Great Britain,
1938-1945
Judith Tydor Baumel-Schwartz
Pb, 978-1-55753-612-9 • $39.95
E-book available, $19.99

A Knight at the Opera: Heine,
Wagner, Herzl, Peretz and the
Legacy of Der Tannhäuser
Leah Garrett
Pb, 978-1-55753-601-3 • $39.95
E-book available, $19.99

Blowing the Whistle on Genocide:
Josiah E. DuBois, Jr. and the
Struggle for a U.S. Response to the
Holocaust
Rafael Medoff (Ed.)
Pb, 978-1-55753-507-8 • $17.95

Mel Gibson’s Passion: The Film, the
Controversy, and Its Implications
Zev Garber (Ed.)
Pb, 978-1-55753-405-7 • $14.95

Politics and the Intellectual:
Conversations with Irving Howe
John Rodden & Ethan Goffman
Pb, 978-1-55753-551-5 • $30.95

Maven in Blue Jeans: A Festschrift
in Honor of Zev Garber
Steven Leonard Jacobs
Pb, 978-1-55753-521-4 • $59.95

SHOFAR

An Interdisciplinary Journal of Jewish Studies

SHOFAR

A Quarterly Journal of Jewish Studies
Editor: Zev Garber
Associate Editor: Peter Haas
Managing Editor: Dianna Gilroy, shofar@purdue.edu
Available online through Project MUSE at muse.jhu.edu/journals/shofar
Back issues are now available.
ISSN: 0882-8539; E-ISSN: 1534-5165
Since 1981, Shofar, an interdisciplinary journal of Jewish Studies, has been
published quarterly by Purdue University’s Jewish Studies Program. It is the
official journal of the Midwest and Western Jewish Studies Associations.
Shofar publishes original, scholarly work, reviews a wide range of
recent books in Judaica, and welcomes submissions in the core areas of
Jewish Studies.

FEATURED ARTICLES
•

•
•
•
•
•

Imperial Embraces and Ethnic Challenges: The Politics of Jewish Identity in
the Bohemian Lands, Hillel J. Kieval
purdue university press
• The Book of Esther—A Case Study of Ideological Interpretation, Julia 		
Schwartzmann
• Building Slovak Jewry: Communal Reorientation in Interwar 		
Czechoslovakia, Rebekah Klein-Pejšová
“Au revoir, les enfants”: The Jewish Child as a Microcosm of the Holocaust as Seen in World Cinema, Yvonne Kozlovsky Golan
Militarism in the Wall Paintings of the Dura-Europos Synagogue: A New Perspective on Jewish Life on the Roman Frontier, Stefanie Weisman
Yiddish Theatre Actresses and American Jewish Identity, Sharon Power
Marvel Comics and the Golem Legend, Robert G. Weiner
The Conflict of Conscience and Law in a Jewish State, Gábor Balázs

Special issues have included Jewish Comics, Holocaust and Genocide Cinema, Israel and Jewish Studies, and Polish Jewry. We welcome
suggestions for special issues.

SUBMISSIONS

Shofar publishes scholarly papers (5,000–10,000 words), book reviews, and review essays. All papers are evaluated through a double-blind peer
review. Please submit inquiries to the managing editor at shofar@purdue.edu.

SUBSCRIPTIONS

Shofar is published quarterly at $60 for individuals, $100 for institutions; add $20 per volume (four issues) for foreign postage. Single issues are
$30 ($40 foreign). Contact Purdue University Press c/o Bookmasters: Phone: 1-800-247-6553; E-mail: order@bookmasters.com
Shofar website: www.cla.purdue.edu/jewish-studies/shofar
On facebook: www.facebook.com/ShofarPurdue
On twitter: www.twitter.com/ShofarJournal
Shofar is indexed by the International Bibliography of Periodical Literature in the Humanities and Social Sciences, Humanities International
Index, MLA International Bibliography, Historical Abstracts, New Testament Abstracts, RILM Abstracts of Music Literature, SocINDEX,
International Bibliography of Book Reviews in Scholarly Literature in the Humanities and Social Sciences, America: History and Life, Current
Abstracts, Academic Search Alumni Edition, Academic Search Complete, Literary Reference Center, World History Collection, Academic
OneFile, Expanded Academic ASAP, Index Islamicus, Old Testament Abstracts, ProQuest Religion, ProQuest Research Library, and Religious and
Theological Abstracts.

