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There is a general understanding within religious and academic circles that the 
incarnate Christ of Christian belief lived and died a faithful Jew. This volume 
addresses Jesus in the context of Judaism. By emphasizing his Jewishness, the 
authors challenge today’s Jews to reclaim the Nazarene as a proto-rebel rabbi 
and invite Christians to discover or rediscover the Church’s Jewish heritage. The 
essays in this volume cover historical, literary, liturgical, philosophical, religious, 
theological, and contemporary issues related to the Jewish Jesus. Several of 
them were originally presented at a three-day symposium on “Jesus in the 
Context of Judaism and the Challenge to the Church,” hosted by the Samuel 
Rosenthal Center for Judaic Studies at Case Western Reserve University in 2009.

In the context of pluralism, in the temper of growing interreligious dialogue, and 
in the spirit of reconciliation, encountering Jesus as living history for Christians 
and Jews is both necessary and proper. This book will be of particular interest 
to scholars of the New Testament and Early Church who are seeking new ways 
of understanding Jesus in his religious and cultural milieu, as well Jewish and 
Christian theologians and thinkers who are concerned with contemporary 
Jewish and Christian relationships.
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BOOK REVIEWS

“This collection so ably inspired and put together by Zev Garber is an immensely 
important collection of essays on a very interesting topic.”
—Norman Simms, Mentalities 

“This volume is important because it pushes in quite a fresh direction. It is, more 
than that, both honest as dialogue requires and large-spirited in a way that 
makes new engagement possible. Garber and his collaborators have rendered 
an important service to us. The ditch has not been crossed, and perhaps it 
cannot be. ‘Perhaps,’ because we do not know. But for now it is important to 
remember that Lessing, as he probed the ditch amid deep religious conflict, 
urged engagement in large-spirited interpretation that made much room for 
the other. That is not easy among us, given the long-term wounding enacted 
by Christians against Jews. This volume, however, suggests that a way ahead is 
possible. Whether the Messiah will ‘come’ or ‘come again,’ we may commonly live 
in that hope.” 
—Walter Brueggemann, Review of Biblical Literature

“While the collection is composed in part of papers presented at a 2009 
symposium, the word ‘reclamation’ is a tip-off that the editor’s interest in the 
subject is not merely academic. The church’s task, as represented in this volume, 
is to foster a more positive and respectful relationship with those who, according 
to the book’s dedication, ‘practice the faith of Jesus.’ For Jews, acknowledgment 
of Jesus’ Jewishness opens the door to a deeper and more constructive 
relationship with those who, in turn, ‘believe by faith in Jesus.’ In short, reflection 
on the Jewishness of Jesus promises to serve as the basis for enhanced Jewish-
Christian dialogue.”
—Eve Levavi Feinstein, Jewish Ideas Daily
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“This excellent collection addresses what it means—both historically and theologically—to take seriously the Jewishness of Jesus. The 
essays exhibit the continuing vitality of scholarship growing out of Jewish-Christian dialogue. Summing Up: Recommended. Lower-level 
undergraduates through researchers/faculty.” 
—S. Gowler, Choice

“I found all [essays] to be fascinating and provocative, presenting new ways to look at old questions. A notable feature is the two to four 
discussion questions at the end of each chapter . . . most are thought-provoking springboards for deeper reflection and group discussion. I can 
imagine this book being used in synagogues, churches, and interfaith groups as a way to initiate discussion of difficult topics. This book is a 
valuable addition to the growing literature in the fields of Jewish-Christian relations; it provides much food for thought for Jew and Christian 
alike.” 
—Marilyn C. Kinkaid, Hebrew Studies 

“Situating Jesus in sundry Jewish milieux, this volume offers a thematically, historically, and methodologically rich palette that will prove useful 
for students and scholars of scripture, ancient Judaism and Christianity, the Jewish-Christian relationship throughout history, and contemporary 
interreligious dialogue. Garber’s specific aim is to promote the current scriptural dialogue between Jews and Christians by (1) encouraging 
Christians to proclaim their faith in Jesus without having recourse to the long tradition of anti-Judaism, and (2) encouraging Jews to become 
more aware of and sensitive to the faith claims of Christianity that grow out of Judaism in various ways.” 
—Franklin T. Harkins, Journal of Ecumenical Studies 

“There is no way to encompass the riches of this volume in a brief review. The appearance of these essays, with whom many will find constructive 
engagement, is a welcome gift to a field of scholarship replete with recent gifts. Add it to your ‘Jesus and Judaism’ library.” 
—Peter Zaas, Studies in Christian-Jewish Relations

“The Jewish Jesus is an outstanding collection of 19 essays: each deals with the Jewish nature of Jesus in the context of history and 
theology. . . Overall, this is a testament to the vitality of a continuing Jewish-Christian dialogue as well as a subject for study by Christian Bible 
scholars and those interested in early Church history.”
—Sanford R. Silverburg, Association of Jewish Libraries Reviews

“Zev Garber, distinguished scholar of Judaica and editor of The Jewish Jesus, dedicates this volume to its ‘courageous and devoted’ contributors: 
‘Jews, who practice the faith of Jesus, and Christians, who believe by faith in Jesus. By the authority of Torah and Testament, they merge as one in 
proclaiming the Jewish Jesus and restoring his pivotal role in the history of Second Temple Judaism and beyond.’

This dedication helps us understand the primary aim of this volume, which is to show that Jesus was firmly rooted in his Jewish religious identity, 
that, as Garber claims, ‘he lived and died as a faithful Jew.’ This is a view shared not only by the nineteen contributors to this book who are at the 
forefront of Jewish-Christian relations, but also by a growing number of religious authorities and scholars.

For nearly two thousand years, views about Jesus have often caused conflict between Jews and Christians. Today, however, thanks to the efforts 
of interfaith pioneers like Yossi Klein Halevi and Zev Garber, there are views about Jesus that are fostering harmony and love rather than conflict. 
I am hopeful that the enlightening views found in The Jewish Jesus will advance Jewish-Christian friendship.” 
—Harold Kasimow, Shofar

“In the introduction the editor Zev Garber writes: ‘It is not the role of the synagogue to judge whether Jesus the Jew metamorphosed into Christ 
of faith or that Jesus and the Christ are one and the same individual. Rather, Jews must do their homework and cleanse the people Israel of any 
conceived or perceived anti-Christian bias . . . Indeed, Christianity is a legitimate dialogue partner in tikkun olam, endowing the world in peace, 
understanding and unity.’ . . . Nowadays, at the time of late modernity, no religion, including even worldwide ones, can limit itself to its own 
theodicy, but it has to take into account a perspective of others, and in that sense religion has to become cosmopolitan. If a religion perceived in 
such a way is not accepted, every existing form of religious life will be threatened by fundamentalism. It concerns both Judaism and Christianity. 
Therefore, the methodological approaches of the authors of The Jewish Jesus are important.” 
—Stanislaw Obirek, Kwartalnik Historii Żydów [Jewish History Quarterly]

“Zev Garber, one of the leading scholars of Jewish Studies in California, is known to be an intellectual who seeks to make an impact with his 
scholarship on contemporary, and broadly speaking, political discourses. His earlier book The Passion of the Christ . . . is an excellent example of 
making such an impact, His recent volume is no less relevant . . . What Garber seeks to research is the historical Jesus. None of the contributors 
of the three-part volume embraces an apologetic tone. Rather, they seek to create a foundation for tikkun olam—for the repair of the world. Yet, 
they also seek to avoid a blurring of the boundaries between Judaism and Christianity.’’  
—Klaus Hödl,  Transversal (Austria) 

“Among the strengths of the volume are its irenic spirit and searching approach. Difficult topics, such as Jewish mockery of Jesus and links 
between Christian anti-Judaism and the Shoah, are handled frankly, a sign of mature interreligious relations. There are many insights, and some 
essays make valuable contributions.”
—Adam Gregerman, Catholic Biblical Quarterly



“[The Jewish Jesus] challenges Jews and Christians, in editor Zev Garber’s terms, to speculate on what the claim that the ‘Christ of Christian belief 
lived and died a faithful Jew’ might mean. Reinforcing the challenge, each essay includes discussion questions appropriate for the classroom and 
Jewish-Christian dialogues. Overall, Garber has produced an often instructive, frequently inspirational volume.” 
—Amy-Jill Levine, H-Judaic, H-Net Reviews

“The articles are refreshing in their pursuit of objectivity and in opposing old myths and prejudices. One hopes that Jews and Christians, 
particularly rabbis, priests, and ministers, will read and learn from the articles.”
—Abraham Hoffman, The American Rabbi

Shofar Supplements in Jewish Studies is a book series linked to Shofar: A Quarterly Journal of Jewish Studies. Volumes range widely, appropriately for 
a multidisciplinary field such as Jewish studies, but they tend to focus more on Jewish literature, culture, and history in the modern period and 
recent past. The series accepts both single author and edited manuscripts, written for audience levels ranging from advanced undergraduate 
to post-graduate. Volumes designed for undergraduate audiences are marked out by the addition of useful pedagogical apparatus, such as 
discussion questions at the end of chapters, and authors are encouraged to supply these along with their manuscripts. The series is well-known 
for speed of production and the fact that books are circulated in electronic as well as print form, both through the Project Muse / UPCC collection 
and through online retailers. Authors interested in submitting a manuscript should contact the series editor, Prof. Zev Garber of Los Angeles 
Valley College (zevgarber@juno.com).
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